INTRODUCTION

Price is. 6d." It is now generally believed that this announce-
ment was a further move in Pope's process of misleading the
public, and was intended to convey the impression that the poem
of that title which Pope was believed to have been writing had
not yet been published. At this point Edmund Gurll seems to
have stepped in. Realizing, no doubt, that no poem by the
"eminent hand" would be forthcoming, he decided to supply
one. In the Daily Journal, June 12, 1728, he advertised "The
Progress of Dulness. A Poem. By an Eminent Hand. . . . Price is."
On July 5 he advertised it again, with the significant addition:
"The True Copy, no other Piece, under this Title, being intended
to be publish'd."1 Those last words would scarcely have been
added if Curll had been responsible for the original advertise-
ments of "The Progress." It will be noted, too, that his poem sold
at one shilling; in spite of some prose additions he had not been
able to pad it out to a one-and-sixpenny pamphlet.
"The Beggar's Opera has knocked down  Gulliver,*'  Swift
wrote to Gay on March 28. "I hope to see Pope's Dulness knock
down the Beggar's Opera." Swift's hopes were fulfilled. If Savage's
account of the excitement on publication day is not just imaginary,
the effect of Pope's satire on Grub Street was startling enough.
On the Day the Book was first vended, a Crowd of Authors
besieg'd the Shop; Entreaties, Advices, Threats of Law, and
Battery, nay Gries of Treason were all employ'd, to hinder the
coming out of the Dunciad: On the other Side, the Booksellers
and Hawkers made as great Efforts to procure it , , .*
1.  Griffith, vol. i, pt. ii, pp. 580-2.
2.  A Collection of Pieces in Verse and Prose.. . By Mr. Savagc> 1732, p. vi. How far
Pope went in physical danger on account of the Dunciad it is difficult to say.
The son of John Dennis is said to have arrived one night at Lord Bathurat*s
villa, where Pope was dining, and to have sent in a message for Pope to say that
he was outside with his sword (EG viii 237). Dennis himself is responsible
for a statement that after the Dunciad was published Pope did not dare to ap-
pear without a tall Irishman attending him (Remarks upon the Dunciad> 1729,
p. 12). The legend was varied by saying that he became "a prisoner in his own
house" (Pope Alexander's Supremacy, 1729, p. n). Against such assertions one
must place the far more reliable evidence of the poet's sister> Mrs Racket:
"My brother does not seem to know what fear is. When some of the people
that he had put into his Dunciad, were so much enraged against him, and
threatened him so highly: he loved to walk out alone, and particularly went